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nn Isolated little treeless town
cm the Bay of Galveston whose
name Is perhaps unfamiliar to
three-fourth- s of the inhabitants

f Texas, let alone the United States,
are encamped nine
thousand troops of the regular army
awaiting the orders of their Com-
mander In Chief, the President.

While the eyes of the world, and the
I'lilted Stntes In particular, are turned
toward Mexico, and fresh develop-
ment.- are awaited with the keenest
lntire.it, how many Americans know
that a division of regular troops Is held
in concentration at Texas City, Tex.,
or .lie Interested enough to Inquire as
to its location? There Is an Impres-
sion among the public that the Govern-me- m

is holding some troops at Gal-
veston only, but there Is little Informat-
ion as to the number, the purpose
for which they are held and what
they are doing. While one brigade of
.nfantry Is encamped at Galveston the
moss of the troops are held at Texas
City, across the bay,

The elections In Mexico were held
.ist month, and as no one can say that

the results may not embroil the United
States In a conflict the public will be
interested in knowing In a general
way what this lighting machine of
U'.uOO men has been doing since Mr.
Taft ordered It to Texas last Feb-niar-

when the Mexican situation was
icute. I do not propose to tell you
i.ow many Washington Monuments of
bread nor how many Woolworth
lluilchnirs of coffee and sugar nre con-
sumed monthly by the troops nor that
'he iif cattle In single file would
jinlle the' earth, but I will relate In a
narrative manner why we came here
and what we have been doing.

After the overthrow of Madero con-
ditions m Mexico were so alarming
that It seemed as If the United
States would be compelled to Inter-
vene. This crisis preceded the inau-
guration of President Wilson by a s

only, and the Taft Administra
tion, although continuing its policy of

decided to mobilize
a division of regulars at a Southern
-- eapoit, preferably In Texas, 80 that
the new 1'iesldent would have an ad
vance force within striking distance
.jiould Intervention prove necessary.

The General Staff had
Just Miei. a for a long
while and had sent a board of ollicers
to ycl-- et a concentration point. This
board Galveston for ono di-

vision and Texas City for another on
ace mil' of the excellent facilities for

The Second Division was
divided between the two points.

it was never Intended to hold troops
t T. vis City except for the necessary

'tnie a'tending for no
mi- docking facilities could outweigh

the of Texas City for a
;rnianeiu camp. The uncertainty of
comliU,ms in Mexico, however, has com-nelle- d

the War Department to retain
tin' ttoops there, and from a mere con-
centration point a permanent ramp
devt'iiMi env favorable chance in
Mexnuit affairs would cause the relief
of tr ips and tihls hope lias buoyed

" -- Puns of all during these seven
uioiu hs f t,yI1B conditions,

A" living last February, amid cold und
rain, and conducted to swampy land for'i(lr t amp site, the troops at once began
io iiink, nu. place habitable. Their first""up slio was so hopeless that efforts

nt unco made to secure better
-.- no. nnaiiy Multu1ilc land or at

MS gooil nn rf,ii!,1. I... r.l.,,lA- - uwiuillVU T, "''"mi nnd new c amp ltew were surveyed
"Mil" ei.Hineers and completely prepared
fr, , H,",dierH before their removal

their former location. Am this
t ,"rVil H "'"oliitely level, It hadit dfiined: but with tho experience

. I' -- t years behind tJhem the oltlcers
11 '''I a complete system of drainage
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that carries off thp heaviest ralna in
a few hours.

The tenons firp rniviniiir.il w 1,rl,-"i.l-

each regiment being assigned to a cer-
tain area. The tents arc regularly
pitched in rows, with forty feet inter
val oeiween companies, anu are of the
livratnidal tvne. do-h-

men comfortably. At one extremity of
the street is an Improvised building
which serves as the kitchen and mess
nail, ana also as a recreation room.

lmnrrki'AmAntaw ..... tim--.. hvut- -i...k it .1 . .

on, each clay bringing forth some little
ingenious camping device for the con-
venience and comfort of the men, until
now the rami) is pointed to by the otll- -

cers as the finest example of castra-mentutlo- n

that the world has ever
seen. This is, however, not due to
its location, for a better camp could
Jiave been pitched almost anywhere
etee. No European army In time of
peace, or so large a part of an army,
has ever been under canvas for so long
a time, nor had to contend with such
unusual and discouraging conditions,
and this camp should be the pride of
every American who wants to believe
that the army ho helps to support Is
at tho top notch of elllclency.

The mobile army of the United
States is organized into four tactical
divisions; the first, second, third, and
a cavalry division, each commanded
by a major-genera- l. Major-Ge- Will-
iam II. Carter commands the second
division, with troops scattered from
Wyoming to Indiana, and when tho
President ordered the mobilization of
this division tho War Department sim-
ply sent one telegram to Gen. Carter
at Chicago, directing him to concen-
trate his division. That was all the
work or worry encumbent upon the
War Department.

Oen. Carter directed tho movement
of the separate units of his division.
The organization of our forces as nut- -

lined ubovu wus only completed und
published to tho army a few weeks
before this mobilization, and the ease
and despatch with which the troops
were moved proves that It la effective
and that It Is a long step toward a
complete and definite organization of
our mobile forcea,

Aa a result the following troops were
to Galveston and Texas City:

Fourth Brigade. Brigadier Genera! Wis-se- r.

ltd Infantry from Indiana.
26th Infantry from Michigan.
27th Infantry from Illinois.

Bixth Brigade. Ilrlgudler General Ed-
wards.

11th Infantry from Wmoralng.
)
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IStli Infantry from Wyoming und Mon-
tana.

2d Infantry from Texas,
Fifth ttrioade. Brigadier General Davis.

ith Infantry from Nebraska and Ar-
kansas.

7th Infantry from Kansus.
IVth Infantry from Oklahoma and South

Dakota.
28th Infantry from Minnesota.

AuilHury Troopt.
6th Cavalry from Iowa.
41U Artillery from Wyoming.
Field Company Signal Corps from

Nebraska.
Battalion Engineers from Kansas.
Field Hospital from Kansas. (No, S).
Ambulance Company from Kansas.

(No. S).
Field llukery from Fort Itlley, Kansas.
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Our urmy is ho small and so scattered
that tho difficulties of such a concen-
tration are apparent, and it should
bo a matter of congratulation that It
was, in this instance, done promptly
and effectively, considering tho great
distances travelled and tho fact that
tho military authorities ure more or
less dependent upon the caprices of tho
railroads.

It is tho fashion to compare tho rapid
mobilization of ICurnpcan armies with
that of our own, and always to the dis-
advantage of the latter, but think
can safely say that If any European
Government were compelled to trans-
port troops from central Siberia to
Bordeaux, Krnnce, a distance approxi
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CAMP

mately equal to that from Wyoming to
Texas, It would find tho dilllcultles em-
barrassing and it wuuld not bo able
to effect u mobilization us quickly as
wo did, notwithstanding that all or
nearly all of tho railroads of Europe
arc Government owned. Tho European
Governments are not confronted with
tho great distances and transportation
problems with which wo have to con-
tend, and comparisons cannot fairly bo
made.

Early In March, as soon as It was ap-
parent that the troops would bo held at
Texas City for some time, a systematic
scheme of Instruction and training was
commenced. This was tho first time that
the Second Division had been together

MlU4. 1

in
since its and all efforts
were directed toward making it an ef-
fective fighting machine with the least
practicable delay, as It looked as If It
would be called into active service In
Mexico very shortly. The troops had
been receiving great deal of instruc
tlon in company work at the home sta-
tions. After a short review of this
class of Instruction the brigade and di-

vision manoeuvres were undertaken.
Almost the entire months of April

and May were devoted to brigade and
division problems, affording the Gen-
erals In command valuable practice In
the actual tactical handling of their
commands In the field. The progress
made was amazing ami of great value

V 3.1
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to all concerned, and in short while
brigades were moved over the ter-
rain with the ease and dispatch of
luttallon.

Upon the approach of hot weather
(and it gets awfully hot In Texas)
Gen. Carter curtailed the more ex-
tended mauieuvres, limiting tho work
to regimental, battalion and company
problems, and to the Individual In-

struction of the soldier. During the
months of June', July and August this
latter system of Instruction was thor-
oughly carried out, with additional
practice in Held tiring and target prac-
tice at known ranges.

In all of the mauieuvres tho Medlc.il
Corps performed the duties that would
bo demanded of It In time of war, and
to tho observer It was very interest-
ing. First aid stations were establ-
ishes! along the tiring line, then dress-In- g

stations further back under cover,
and from here the "wounded" were
transported by the ambulance- com-
pany to the Held hospital at Texas
City.

The Signal Coi ps established tele-
phonic and wireless
between division and brigade head-.p- i.

liters, messages were
by orderl. II. ig, or motoivvelo

to the various regimental commanders.
Tho aeroplanes wero used for scout-

ing and did excellent work, not only
In tho manoeuvres but ul other times.
Tho officers und men gave splendid ex-
hibitions of ifervo and skill In the
handling of theso treacherous ma-
chines, and won tho admiration of all
by their devotion to such hazardous
work.

Tho Second Division Is In a statu of
high efficiency .and tho result of theso
seven months of arduous training
would show to great advantago should
the troops bo compelled to cross tho
Illo Grande.

Tho health of the command Is a con-
stant source of wonder to all not fa- -
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Army Lieutenant Tells How Men Have
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miliar with methods adopted in our
service since the Spanish War. Tha
public will probably never ngaln ba
subjected to the spectacle of camps
tilled with malaria, typhoid and other
contagious diseases. The Medical Corps
has practically eradicated typhoid by
the prophylactic treatment, and pre-
ventive measures in regard to camp
sanitation make a repetition of former
conditions practically Impossible. In
this It has been assisted by the line of-
ficers, whose constant supervision over
the sanitation of their commands Is
largely responsible for the great suc-
cess attributetl to tho Medical Corps.

In all of this large body of troops
living so closely together for seven
months there has not been a single case
of typhoid fever a record of which any
country should be very proud.

'ne of the most c'lllllcult problems
that the ollicers of the army have to
solve is the provision of adequate rec-
reation for their men. The nverage
citizen may not fully understand this,as ordinarily he leads a normal life; but
the life of the soldier Is more or less
abnormal, and to counteract anv ill
effects of such an existence Is the duty
of every olllcer.

This difficulty Is further augmented
by our military policy, which for variouireasons generally places troops In spots
lemoved from cities where the average
man tlnds his amusement. The result
of this isolation Is that a soldier must
-- pe'inl a large proportion of his pay to
le.uh a city before he can obtain any
distraction, or else cheap, ordinary

spring up in the vicinity of thepost or camp Intended solelv for thepurpose of lleeclng the soldier of hismoney and furnishing no adequate re-
turn.

It Is theiefore incumbent upon theofficers to provide good, clean, healthful
recreation, Ml that the men mav rem.-H-

contented and the efficiency and moralemay be unimpaired.
Tho chaplains, who take great

In this work, have piovided innearly every regiment free moving pic-
ture shows, supported by coiitrlliutions
from the officers and from companr
funds. .Nightly they are crowded, a'l
there are no greater devotees of the
"movies" than the soldiers.

During the summer months there
have been oppoi (unities for swimming
and sailing, llslilng and crabbing and
all the delights that only the sea can
bring. Each regiment has lt baseball
team. A league was formed and a
series of enjoyable games was provided
for the loyal funs.

At Galveston tho tloops have the
benefit of the tlllest surf. We at i

City have the bay only, but it Is suf.
Ilcieiit to piovide untold enjoyment for
thousands of men Whose good qu.tl tie!
niu not always appreciated by the pub-
lic tlle.V solve.

Isn't It a fact, Mr. Header, that your
idi'.i of a soldier's life revolves nioimi
dress parade ami a few hours ilovoitd
to drill? 1'ray bo not offended If 1 let
you that those two things are a verr
small part of n soldier's training. I an
not going to tire you with a long list of
culls recounting what our Toiiuiij Atklni
does every minute of the day, but let
Hie ask oil, Who looks after their

their equipment, tile II- 1. I I M Kn

their rations, their health, thu sanlturf
conditions In which they live and tits
thousand und one tilings that the com-
plexity of our civilization demands?

Does the Government provide then,
with servants to perforin all of them
duties? No, they must do all these thing!
themselves. All of tills takes a great
deal of time to bo properly accom-
plished und is a part of tho day's wort.
Hut inont Important there must bo

in tho soldier respect for lav
and order ami Instant obedience oMle
orelers of his superiors a work of I'art,
firmness of purpose, devotion, patlenre
und time so that when the crisis cornea
ho will If necessary sacrifice himself
for Ills country.
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